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Rotating beds with convertible canopies
beckon residents for sun-tanning, reading or
cuddling with a loved one.

Roofscaping: A New Approach to
Mountain Design
K AT E  B A I L E Y

In Aspen, forward-thinking architects and

landscape designers are borrowing a classic

urban design solution: elegant rooftop decks. At

once innovative and practical, they allow for

maximum residential square footage while

providing homeowners with a space that takes

advantage of Aspen’s glorious summertime.

The following rooftop gardens and outdoor

rooms, crafted by Bluegreen, Design Workshop

and Shayne Smith, are a few striking examples

of how, when done right, this big-city design

approach works splendidly in a mountain

environment.

Clandestine by Bluegreen

This private rooftop terrace, designed by Bluegreen, provides an elegant spot to dine and
admire the setting sun. Photo courtesy of Bluegreen.
This “garden in the air” was crafted by Bluegreen’s Valerie Alexander Yaw and Shara Dame who

transformed a rooftop “in dire need of structural repair and overall design.” The team created a

refined space with simple elements that provide an area for the family to entertain, practice morning

yoga and enjoy expansive mountain views.

The resulting rooftop incorporates new cedar decking, an enclosed spa, a contemporary gas fire pit

and custom storage. A sloped, internal drainage system and new waterproofing membrane was

applied and then covered by wooden framework and finished with redwood decking.

To minimize the weight on the roof, Yaw and Dame designed planters filled with layers of foam and

lightweight soil, which are watered by a monitored drip irrigation system. Bluegreen then used varied

shapes and textures for the plants to create a subtle color palette. An evergreen hedge offers

year-round privacy while maintaining the views of the treetops and mountain.
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Principle Gyles Thornely and lead de-
signer Steven Spears of Aspen-based 
Design Workshop were tasked with 
crafting a rooftop garden for one of 
the most exclusive fractional owner-
ship properties in Colorado.

“Because land is so valuable in Aspen, 
it was important to add as many ame-
nities as possible to the Residences 
at The Little Nell,” says Thornely. 
“However, at the conceptual stages, 
the project had barely any room left 
over for a pool or outdoor areas where 
residents could take advantage of the 
300 days of sunshine we have each 
year in Colorado.”

The Design Workshop team created 
a deck that is relaxing, minimalist 
and awe-inspiring. “The views are 

360-degrees and utterly spectacular,” 
notes Thornely, “and we didn’t want 
to compete with those panoramas.”

The team designed a reflecting water 
garden that captures as much of the 
mountains and sky as possible. A lap 
pool and two spas complete the liq-
uid assets, and the zen-like, minimal 
aesthetic offers quiet respite for the 
residents.

Japanese-style plantings soften the ex-
tensive hardscape with black Mexican 
pebble, bonsai-style trees, ornamental 
grasses, low-profile shrubs and plants. 
“We used a lot of color to create in-
terest throughout the rooftop,” says 
Thornely, “but we kept the hues sim-
ple—no reds, oranges or pinks—so 
we didn’t detract from the vistas.”

The rooftop at the Residences at The Little Nell has the feel of a continuous water-
way, with a lap pool and two spas neatly arranged in an orderly geometry. Photo 
courtesy Residences at the Little Nell.


